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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 March 2007 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2hM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-4.7-12.29.32 and 33 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) 1-4, 7-12. 29, 32. and 33 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1. 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
ehgible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. AppHcant's submission filed on December 27, 2006 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7-12, 29, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

The examiner has reviewed the specification and has not found support for the use of a 
first solvent and a second solvent or for multiple additions of solvent at different stages of the 
process. Furthermore, since the specification is silent regarding the use of a first and second 
solvent or the multiple additions of solvent at different stages of the process, such features as the 
relationship of one solvent to the other, how and when the second solvent is introduced into the 
system, and how or if the first solvent is removed cannot be determined. 

3. Claim 1-4, 7-12, 29, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

As aforementioned, support has not been found for the use of a first solvent and a second 
solvent or for the multiple additions of solvent at different stages of the process; therefore, the 
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position is taken that applicants have failed to provide adequate enablement for the use of 
multiple solvent components or multiple solvent additions within a process for removing free 
polyisocyanate monomer from a prepolymer composition. Absent guidance with respect to the 
use of such multiple solvent components or multiple additions, the position is taken that the 
skilled artisan could not practice the invention without resorting to undue experimentation. In re 
Wands, 858 F.2d 731, 737, 8 USPQ2d 1400, 1404 (Fed. Cir. 1988). 

4. Claims 1-4, 7-12, 29, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
appUcant regards as the invention. 

Applicants' amendments relating to the use of a first solvent and a second solvent render 
the claims indefinite, because the relationship of one solvent to the other, how and when the 
second solvent is introduced into the system, and the removal of the first solvent cannot be 
determined. Furthermore, it is unclear if the first solvent and second solvent can be satisfied by a 
single solvent component. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to R. Sergent at telephone 
number (571) 272-1079. 




RABON SERGENT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



R. Sergent 
March 27, 2007 



